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(Bill) Finley – President; Jin Watkins – Director; and Craig Glassinger – Past 
President  

 

LGS Luncheon Meeting 
Wednesday, September 16, 2015 

11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Lafayette Petroleum Club 

Cost:  $20 
 
 

 
 

“Carbonate Rafts Above and  
Keel Structures at the Base of Shallow 

Salt Canopies:  Exotic Processes at 
Work in the Deepwater Northern Gulf 

of Mexico” 
 
 
 

Joseph Carl Fiduk, 
Consulting Geologist, Houston, Texas  



PAGE 2 

 

 

President’s Column 
     Beeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeep!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
     This is a test.  This is only a test.  If this were an actual emergency you 
would be instructed where to tune on your radio dial. 
     The test is to see if anyone is paying attention to this.  I will be asking ques-
tions of the membership concerning the governing and running of the society.  
Some of these may be far afield so I will need your feedback as to the direction 
we are going and what we want the future of the LGS to be.  This means con-
tact me with your suggestions/comments/critiques directly.  My email address 
is listed in the list of officers on the inside front cover. 
     Having served on the board as director in the 1980s, repeating that function 
in 2012, and then moving up through the ranks to become President-Elect in 
2014, I now find myself as your President in 2015.  Thank you for your vote of 
confidence.  While being involved with the board for such an extended period, I 
took notice that the finances of the society have been a constant topic of discus-
sion.  But the discussion always seems to have been centered mostly about how 
to maximize an investment return from the funds accumulated and currently 
available.  This seems circular, counterproductive, and frankly contrary to our 
stated objectives and purpose.  So my goal is to investigate more productive 
activities in which to invest these resources that will enable us to better attain 
our stated objectives (read the Society Constitution). 
     Terri Bannister, your Treasurer, and I have reviewed the budget and noted 
some interesting details to share with the membership.  The annual budget 
shows we spend half of the fiscal year in deficit primarily due to a disconnec-
tion between expense outflows and income.  We also noted that up to one half 
of the society’s total income is from luncheon fees alone.  But meeting expens-
es are more than just the cost of food so our luncheon meetings always go into 
the red.  The other half of our income is split between bulletin advertising, 
membership dues, and contributions to the cornerstone.  This other income is 
thus able to offset the luncheon losses and provide us with a small gain on a 
fiscal basis.  The bottom line, $5000 in a checking account is all that is neces-
sary to see us through the ups and downs of the fiscal year.  But again this is 
just breaking even. 
     Additional activities like the barbecue and golf tournament, while potential 
fundraisers tend to also only break even, but have occasionally provided the 
Society with income to fund the existing scholarship programs. The educational 
activities we sponsor, like the Dino Dig, short courses and field trips, were not 
intended to be fundraisers.  We need a more concerted effort to identify, organ-
ize, and conduct the existing and to create newer fundraising activities if we are 
to meet the objectives of the society. 
     So my first feedback question to you—“What additional fundraising activi-
ties do we want to implement?”  I need your ideas. 
     Meanwhile, we continue to sit on a huge pile of unproductive resources, i.e., 
our investment accounts.  These resources, in excess of $100,000, are sitting  

(continued on page 8) 
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SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON PRESENTATION 
 

Carbonate Rafts Above and Keel Structures 
at the Base of Shallow Salt Canopies:  

Exotic Processes at Work in the  
Deepwater Northern Gulf of Mexico   

 
 

Joseph Carl Fiduk,  
Consulting Geologist, 

Houston, Texas  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abstract 
 
     Seismic correlations and well data confirm that deepwater car-
bonate beds of Mesozoic age have been found above the shallow 
allochthonous salt canopy in the northern Gulf of Mexico.  These 
rafts of carbonate strata often overlie equivalent age Mesozoic 
carbonates in their correct stratigraphic position below the salt 
canopy.  The presence of displaced Mesozoic carbonate rafts 
above the canopy raises two important questions:  1) how did 
Mesozoic strata get to such a shallow level in the basin statigra-
phy? and 2) what effect do high velocity carbonates have on seis-
mic imaging below shallow salt? 
     The origin of keel structures is presently not well understood. 
Empirical observations suggest that keels form in response to at 
least two types of subsalt deformation.  The first of these two 
types links keels to a detachment within Oligocene-to-Eocene 
strata.  The second type of keel-related deformation links keel for-
mation to faults associated with extension over deep salt struc-
tures.  As deformation occurs after shallow canopy emplacement, 
the keels are fairly recent developments geologically.  Volumetri-
cally few but intriguing observations suggest possible basement 
involvement in keel formation. 
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Biography 
 
     I have a B.S. and M.S. degree in Geology from the University 
of Florida.  I have an M.B.A degree from the University of Texas 
of the Permian Basin and a Ph.D. in Geology and Geophysics 
from the University of Texas at Austin.  I have worked for the 
USGS, Gulf Oil, Discovery Logging, Texas Bureau of Economic 
Geology, British Petroleum, Texas A&M University, the Univer-
sity of Texas, the University of Colorado, CGG and CGGVeritas, 
and WesternGeco/Schlumberger.  I am currently a consulting ge-
ologist working in Houston, Texas. 
     My research interests cover marine sedimentology, coastal and 
shelfal clastic deposition, salt structural deformation and evolu-
tion, basin analysis, shelf margin to deep marine depositional pro-
cesses, petroleum systems analysis, and the use of three-
dimensional seismic data in petroleum exploration.  Most recently 
I am involved in salt-sediment interaction research in the Flinders 
Ranges, South Australia and fluvial deltaic deposition in the Cre-
taceous Seaway of NW Colorado.  I teach training classes on 
seismic interpretation and salt tectonics for Nautilus U.S.A. and 
local geologic societies.  I am currently Past-President of the Gulf 
Coast Section SEPM.  In my 30+ years as a working geologist I 
have published 80+ peer-reviewed abstracts and papers. 

Thanks to Freeport McMoRan, for 
sponsoring student attendees at the 

September luncheon meeting. 

2015-16 Dues are Due!! 
 

Please make payments to LGS, P.O. Box 51896, Lafayette, LA  
70505 to continue receiving the Bulletin or avoiding non-
member lunch costs.  Please see p. 28 for membership dues 
amounts and LGS mailing address. 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
   

Sept. 16, 2015 — LGS:  Lafayette Geological Society luncheon meeting, 
11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — Joseph Carl Fiduk, Con-
sulting Geologist, Houston, Texas, will present “Carbonate Rafts Above 
and Keel Structures at the Base of Shallow Salt Canopies:  Exotic Process-
es at Work in the Deepwater Northern Gulf of Mexico.”  
Sept. 20-22, 2015 — GCAGS:   65th Annual Convention of the Gulf 
Coast Association of Geological Societies, George R. Brown Convention 
Center, Houston, Texas — Please visit http://gcagshouston.com for more 
information. 
Sept. 29, 2015 — LOGA:   Louisiana Oil & Gas Association Fall Meet-
ing 2015, Lafayette Hilton — Please visit http://loga.la/fallmeeting/#home 
for more information.  
Oct., 2015 — API:  Acadiana Chapter of the American Petroleum Insti-
tute — No scheduled events in October as of press time.  Please visit 
www.apiacadiana.com for updates. 
Oct., 2015 — SGS:  Southeastern Geophysical Society — No scheduled 
events for Oct. as of press time.  Please visit http://sgs-neworleans.org for 
updates. 
Oct., 2015 — SPE:  Society of Petroleum Engineers Evangeline Section 
— No scheduled events in October as of press time.  Please visit http://
www.spe-laf.org/ for more information. 
Oct. 5, 2015 — NOGS:  New Orleans Geological Society luncheon meet-
ing, 11:30 am at the Holiday Inn, 330 Loyola Ave., New Orleans — Chris-
ty Gresham, Core Laboratories, Broussard, Louisiana, will present 
“Petrographic Analysis for Evaluating Formation Damage Potential Based 
on the Sensitive Clay Identifications and Locations within Pore Systems.”  
Please visit http://www.nogs.org/Content/pdf/events/2015-10-5-Gresham-
Abst-Bio.pdf for more information.  
Oct. 8, 2015 — SWLGS:  Southwest Louisiana Geophysical Society 
luncheon meeting, 11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — Speak-
er and topic not available as of press time.  Please visit http://
www.swlgs.org for updated information as the meeting date approaches. 
Oct. 9, 2015 — BRGS:  Baton Rouge Geological Society luncheon meet-
ing, 11:30 am at Mike Anderson Seafood Restaurant, 1031 W. Lee Drive, 
Baton, Rouge, Louisiana — Joe A. Ricker, P.E., EarthCon Consultants, 
Inc. will present “Advances in Groundwater Plume Stability and Plume 
Diagnostic Evaluations.” 
Oct. 12, 2015 — SPWLA:  Society of Petrophysicists and Well Log Ana-
lysts luncheon meeting, 11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — 
Speaker and topic not available as of press time.  Please visit http://
www.spwla.org/chapters/lafayette as the meeting date approaches for more 
information. 
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Oct. 14, 2015 — SIPES:  Society of Independent Professional Earth 
Scientists luncheon meeting, 11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafa-
yette — Speaker and topic not available as of press time.   
Oct. 18-23, 2015 — SEG:  Society of Exploration Geophysicists In-
ternational Exposition & 85th Annual Meeting, Ernest N. Morial Con-
vention Center, New Orleans, Louisiana — Speaker and topic unavail-
able as of press time.  Please visit http://www.seg.org/web/seg-new-
orleans-2015 for more information. 
Oct. 27-29, 2015 — LAGCOE:  Louisiana Gulf Coast Oil Expo, 
Lafayette Cajundome & Convention Center — Please visit http://
www.lagcoe.com for more information. 
Oct. 28, 2015 — LGS:  Lafayette Geological Society meeting, 7:00 
am at the Cajundome in Lafayette — Speaker and topic not available 
as of press time.  Please visit http://lafayettegeologicalsociety.org/wp/ 
for more information as the meeting date approaches.  
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65th GCAGS Convention 
 

Sept. 20–22, 2015 
George R. Brown Conv. Center 

Houston, Texas 

Visit www.gcagshouston.com 
for continuous updates. 

(continued from page 2) 
idle making money for the investment broker, but of little value to us.  
The Board is looking into ways to make these funds more productive 
and to benefit the geoscience profession, ULL, and our community in 
ways that will meet our stated objectives.  The goal then is to find 
“investments” for these resources that will meet objectives on a continu-
al rather than a one time basis. 
     So my second feedback question to you—“What activities do we 
want these funds to support?”  Again, I need your ideas. 
     Building and inventory of potential projects to fund will give us a 
better understanding of the needs.  Building an inventory of fundraising 
activities will allow us to experiment and concentrate our efforts to get 
the biggest bang for the buck. 
     Thank you for your attention and feedback. 
     And so it begins. 
     W. R. (Bill) Finley 
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6161 Perkins Rd., Suite 2C 1023 Harding Street 
Baton Rouge, LA  70808  Lafayette, LA  70503 
225-765-1914   337-233-2378 

EXPLORATION, L.L.C. 
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 DAVID B. STURLESE     
 

 
PETROLEUM & CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 

AAPG CPG #5480 
 

HUNTER EXPLORATION CO., INC. 
 
 

(337) 232-1700 
FAX (337) 234-0403 

david@hunterxpl.com  
 

DEVELOPING OIL AND GAS PROSPECTS 
IN THE GULF COAST 
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219 Jacqueline Drive 
New Iberia, Louisiana  70563 

Email:  LITHOLOG@aol.com 
 

Wes Pattillo 
President/Sales 

Phone/Fax 
(337) 367-5178 
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EL TORO PETROLEUM CORP. 
P.O. Box 52241 

Lafayette, LA  70505 
Phone: (337) 235-5288 

Roland D. Liberda 

 
 

JACK P. MARTIN 
Petroleum Geologist 

 
P.O. Box 51134                Lafayette, LA  70505 
(337) 232-4088                 Fax: (337) 234-5320 
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LEO R. BADER, JR. 

 
P.O. BOX 51515                        337-237-0274 
Lafayette, LA  70505 

 

SOLEX CORP. 
 

Philip C. Judice 
Consulting Geologist 

 

900 East Bayou Parkway 
Lafayette, LA  70508 

Phone: (337) 235-4643 

 
 
 

 

 
GEORGE N. 

M A Y 
& ASSOCIATES 
Consulting Geologists and 

Paleontologists 

 
WILLIAM S. GRUBB 
 
201 HEYMANN BLVD. 
P.O. BOX 51858 
LAFAYETTE, LA  70505 
 
OFFICE (337) 234-3379 
FAX (337) 234-3389 
HOME (337) 235-1923 

2015-16 Dues are Due!! 
 

Please make payments to LGS, P.O. Box 51896, Lafayette, LA  
70505 to continue receiving the Bulletin or avoiding non-
member lunch costs.  Please see p. 28 for membership dues 
amounts and LGS mailing address. 



PAGE 19 

 

 

Crawfish 
Leases 

Campsite 
Leases 

Hunting 
Leases 

Timber 
Leases 

ALSO - OIL AND GAS LEASES 
CALL:  Debbie Springer 

337-288-7668 

   W.H. ROBBINS & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
   CONSULTING GEOLOGISTS 
 
 BILL DALE 
 REMY WILLIAMS 
 ARTHUR CHRISTY 
  
302 LA RUE FRANCE, SUITE 100             OFFICE (337) 232-5004 
LAFAYETTE, LA  70508               FAX (337) 232-8271 
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 Hearings                                Evaluations 
 

LEON E. COMEAUX  
  &  A   S   S   O   C   I   A   T   E   S 

 

 
GEOLOGICAL& PETROLEUM  

CONSULTANTS 
 

David W. Comeaux  
William S. McAlister, Jr. 

Randy McAlister 
 
  P.O. Box  53922         Lafayette, LA  70505 
  305 La Rue France     Lafayette, LA  70508 
  PHONE:  337-233-9839 
  FAX:  337-233-2131 
  lcomeaux@cox-internet.com 

 

OPTIMISTIC  
ENERGY, LLC 

 

FRANK W. HARRISON, JR. 
President 

 
200 Audubon Blvd.                                           1415 Louisiana          
P.O. Box 51943                                                          Suite 2400 
Lafayette, LA  70505                                  Houston, TX  77002 
Phone  (337) 232-4031                           Phone  (713) 650-8008 
Fax  (337) 235-5333                                    Fax  (713) 650-8305 
                  E-mail:  f.harrison.jr@optimisticoil.com 

 

 
Space Available 

 
Contact King Munson at  
kingmunson@gmail.com 
for more information. 

  
Steven S. Anderson 
Consulting Geophysicist 

Landmark 3-D and AVO Software  
s. s. and@hotmail.com 

Kinnickinnick Exploration, Inc. 
200 South Audubon 

Lafayette, LA  70503 
337-261-0211 

 
Classen Exploration, Inc. 

James S. Classen 
 
 

Interested in close-in prospects 
Looking to buy into low risk deals 

 
 

P.O. Box 140637                           208-854-1037 Ph 
Boise, ID   83714                           208-854-1029 Fax 

classenllc@msn.com 

 
Aඅൻൾඋඍ J. 

Tඋൾඉൺ඀ඇංൾඋ 
 

PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 
 
 

P.O. Box 53607                   Phone: (337) 988-6882 
Lafayette, LA  70505             Fax : (337) 988-6882 

PROSPECT GENERATION 
AND EVALUATION 

BOTH 3D AND 2D SEISMIC 

Phone:  (337) 233-8670 
Fax:  (337) 235-8066 

E-mail:  sunbelt@sunbeltenergy.com 
 

Lafayette, LA 

SUNBELT 
ENERGY 

LIMITED 

D. J. Bergeron 
 
INDEPENDENT EXPLORATION GEOLOGIST 

AAPG Certified Petroleum Geologist #5371 
SIPES #2141 

704 S. Michot Drive 
Lafayette, LA  70508 
djbergeron@lusfiber.net  

Phone: 
Cell: 
Fax: 

337 988-6966 
337 654-3003 
337 988-6966 
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LGS ADVERTISING 
 

     A great way to get exposure for you and your 
service is by advertising in the LGS Bulletin.  For just a 
few dollars a month, you can make your products and 
services known to about 400 geoscientists and 
petroleum related companies.  We publish from 
September through May.  Advertising is good for your 
business and helps support your Society. 
     Advertisement submission can be in digital format 
(any number of common formats such as .pdf, .gif, .tif., 
.jpg, .bmp can be accepted) or in a high-resolution  
print-out for scanning purposes. 
     To guarantee publication, please send materials 
by the 1st of the month directly to the LGS Editor. 

ADVERTISEMENT DIMENSIONS & COSTS 
 
        1 SPACE (1/16th):    .906” X  2.25”  @  $100.00/year 
        2 SPACE (1/8th):   1.812”  X  2.25”  @  $150.00/year 
        1/4 PAGE AD:       1.812”  X   4.5”   @  $300.00/year 
        1/2 PAGE AD:       3.625”  X   4.5”   @  $450.00/year 
        FULL PAGE AD:    7.25”  X   4.5”   @  $600.00/year  
 
A limited number of color advertisement spaces are available as 

well.  Please contact the LGS Editor for more information. 
      

 
Please send all advertisements and communication (address 
changes) to the following address: 
 

Lafayette Geological Society 
P.O. Box 51896 

Lafayette, LA  70505 
 

Or, if you prefer, e-mail your file to the editor: 
 

James Willis 
 

LGSEDITOR@MSN.COM 
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LAFAYETTE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 51896, LAFAYETTE, LA  70505 

TYPE OR PRINT 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 
                         
E-mail 
Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mail 
Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
                     Street or P.O. Box                  City                   State    Zip 
 
Birthdate:_______________Company:_________________________________________________
_ 
 
Position in Company:__________________________     Office Phone:________________________ 
 
School(s):____________________________  Grad.Year(s):_____ Degree(s):_____ Major
(s):______ 
 
                ____________________________                        _____                  _____               ______ 
   
Home Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
                             Street or P.O. Box                      City                  State         Zip 
 
Spouse Name:_____________________________ Home Phone:____________________________ 
 
Type AAPG Member:______________________ (Student, Associate, Active) 
 
Type Membership Requested in LGS:___________(Student, Active, Associate) 
      
Type Membership Approved:________________ Date:_________________  
 
Dues Amount:____________ 
 
Date Dues or Fee Received:____________________________ 
 
 Membership Categories - Qualifications - Dues (Payable Yearly in May) 
    1. Student - Full Time Geology - $5.00 
    2. Associate - No Geology Degree - $20.00 
    3. Active - Geology Degree - $20.00 
    4. Senior - Active who reaches age 60 - NO DUES 
    5. Honorary Life - Elected by Board (Active) - NO DUES 
 
Each members' involvement in the Society is encouraged and any assistance with the areas below is 
welcomed.  Please indicate if you are interested in serving on one (or more) of the following 
committees of the Lafayette Geological Society. 
 

LGS Committees 
 Advertising   Auditing 
 Ballot    Communications 
 Education Outreach   Membership Qualification 
 Program & Publicity   Publications 
 Webmaster 
 

 Check payable to: 
Lafayette Geological Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 51896 
Lafayette, LA  70505 
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