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President’s Column 
     If you want to know the news and announcements, check the website 
(www.lafayettegeologicalsociety.org) and/or come to the meeting. But for now I’m gon-
na soapbox it. 
     I continue to be amazed—no, perplexed—by the general lack of understanding about 
how this country and our freedoms work.  The way I see it, everyone has an opinion and 
in the United States we also have the right to freely express it.  But that also means we 
have the obligation to listen to other opinions whether we agree with them are not.  Re-
specting others’ opinions and discussion through debate is how we progress scientifically 
and philosophically.  Dissenting opinions are not discredited by name calling.  I am not 
“unpatriotic” because I disagree with your politics, nor am I a “denier” because I disa-
gree with your science. 
     Okay, I showed my hand with the denier term, so let’s take a quick look at “global 
warming.”  If we suppose for a minute that the cause is actually anthropogenic, which 
means caused by humans (note the term used is humans, not corporations), then why 
aren’t we addressing the problem by attacking the cause?  Of course we know the an-
swer—humans in general don’t have any money.  But if you truly believe it’s our prob-
lem then what are YOU doing to fix it? 
     When the housing collapse occurred in late 2007, the economy went into recession 
the following year.  During this recession, I observed not only reduced traffic on the 
highways, but everyone driving was going the speed limit are slower.  As a result our 
CO2 output in 2008 was reduced back to 2000 levels.  It doesn’t take a genius to figure 
out this cause-and-effect.  However, as the economy improved, I observed individual 
automobiles (and a lot of these are SUVs and pickup trucks) began returning to old hab-
its of speeding and more reckless behavior as a consequence.  But the 18 wheelers did 
not, although seven years later some are starting to.  I now estimate about 90% or more 
of automobiles are speeding, while less than 10% of the big rig trucks are doing so. I 
haven’t seen reports on our CO2 output, but I suspect it has climbed and is continuing to 
increase. 
     During the last few years, I’ve had the occasion to travel to Baton Rouge, which in-
cludes the section over the basin where speed is reduced to 60 mph.  My car had an in-
stant read gas mileage capability so I was able to get estimates for fuel economy for long 
stretches at 70 mph versus 60 mph.  The results were quite amazing as I recorded a 10–
20% increase in gas mileage at this lower speed versus the higher.  The variation is most-
ly due to changes in temperature and humidity during this period.  But let’s assume our 
average fuel economy could increase by 15% nationwide.  This would translate into a 
savings of over 10 million barrels of oil per day. 
     On a personal level, if we take a 70 mile trip, the time difference between making this 
trip at 60 mph versus 70 mph is only 10 minutes.  But a 15% decrease in fuel usage at the 
slower speed results in saving about a half a gallon of gasoline (more if you drive a gas 
guzzler).  This savings translates to about $1.25, for 10 minutes of your time, or an hour-
ly rate of $7.50.  But this would be after-tax dollars, so we are really talking about $10 
per hour, or at least minimum wage.  If we include the cost of our military presence 
abroad to supposedly insure access to hydrocarbon supplies, those savings are closer to 
$40 per hour.  Maybe your time is worth more than that, but it is not for a lot of people 
driving on the highway today.  If we understood how expensive it was, maybe we would 
stop trying to extort funds from oil companies.  After all, if it’s our problem why aren’t 
we looking for real solutions. 

 W. R. (Bill) Finley 
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NOVEMBER LUNCHEON PRESENTATION 
 

Influence of Asymmetric Rifting on the 
Opening and Petroleum Systems of the 

South Atlantic   
 
 

Patrick Loureiro, Caribbean  
Basins Tectonics and Hydro-

carbons (CBTH) Project,  
University of Houston, Texas  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Abstract 
 
     A recent model by Brune et al. (2014) explained the asymmet-
rical, conjugate margins of the South Atlantic as the result of pas-
sive rift migration with sequential normal faulting during early 
continental breakup.  The onset of continental rifting in the South 
Atlantic began in the Valanginian about 138 Ma flood basalts—
originating from the eruption of the Tristan Da Cunha plume on 
both conjugate margins—have been dated between 138–128 Ma 
and indicating a transition from passive rifting controlled by plate 
motions to active rifting controlled by a mantle plume.  Using 5 
2D gravity transects ranging from 200–1000 km in length, we 
identify variations in crustal thickness and depth to Moho for con-
jugate margins in Brazil and Angola.  Low pass filters applied to 
a regional satellite derived gravity grid reveal now inactive, se-
quential normal faults.  The modeled gravity transects refine the 
extent of hyperextended continental crust and allow for the identi-
fication of hanging-wall/footwall relationships.  For the Santos-
Namibe conjugate margin, we propose that the Santos Basin is the 
footwall block of an asymmetrical rift system spanning a 200-km-
wide zone and that the Namibe Basin is the hanging-wall block 
with a 125-km-wide rift.  For the Campos-Benguela conjugate 
margin 400 km to the north, we propose the Campos Basin is the 
hanging-wall block with a 150-km-wide rift zone.  Well data 
shows that a thicker carbonate sag basin (135–325 m) and overly-
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ing salt basin (up to 2 km) are associated with the footwall blocks 
of Kwanza and Santos while thinner carbonate sag basins (15–75 
m) and overlying salt (up to 1.5 km) are associated with hanging-
wall blocks in accord with model predictions for early opening.  
Based on these correlations I predict more potential for larger dis-
coveries in thicker sags/carbonate reservoirs associated with foot-
walls underlying Santos and the Benguela/Kwanza basins   
 

Biography 
 
     Patrick is a Ph.D. student who joined CBTH in August of 
2013.  He graduated with his B.S. in Geology from the University 
of Wisconsin in 2011.  His master’s thesis, entitled “Cenozoic 
basin evolution of the Virgin Islands Basin and Anegada Passage, 
northeastern Caribbean,” constrained the tectonic origins of the 
Virgin Islands Basin, located between Puerto Rico and St. Croix, 
using seismic data from the basin, the Anegada Passage, and the 
Muertos Trough.  He completed his M.S. degree in August of 
2014 and began his Ph.D. study on the conjugate margins of West 
Africa and Brazil.  This project will focus on margin characteriza-
tion and carbonate sedimentology, and attempt to identify the tec-
tonic controls on the development of presalt, lacustrine car-
bonates from the basin scale to the isotopic scale. Patrick was a 
member of the 2013 UH AAPG Imperial Barrel Award Team, 
which placed third in the Gulf Coast region and was a summer 
intern with the BP Brazil team in the summer of 2013.       
 
 

2015-16 Dues are Due!! 
 

Please make payments to LGS, P.O. Box 51896, Lafayette, LA  
70505 to continue receiving the Bulletin or avoiding non-
member lunch costs.  Please see p. 23 for membership dues 
amounts and LGS mailing address. 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
   

Oct. 28, 2015 — LGS:  Lafayette Geological Society luncheon meeting, 
11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — Patrick Loureiro, Caribbe-
an Basins Tectonics and Hydrocarbons (CBTH) Project, University of 
Houston, Texas, will present “Influence of Asymmetric Rifting on the 
Opening and Petroleum Systems of the South Atlantic.”  

Dec., 2015 — API:  Acadiana Chapter of the American Petroleum Insti-
tute — No scheduled events in December as of press time.  Please visit 
www.apiacadiana.com for updates. 

Dec. 7, 2015 — NOGS:  New Orleans Geological Society luncheon meet-
ing, 11:30 am at the Holiday Inn, 330 Loyola Ave., New Orleans — James 
Hill, Sr., CalTerra Energy, LLC, Camarillo, California, will present “The 
Status of Unconventional Exploration in Europe.”  Please visit http://
www.nogs.org/Content/pdf/events/2015-12-07-Hill-Abst-Bio.pdf for more 
information.  

Dec. 8, 2015 — SPE:  Society of Petroleum Engineers Evangeline Section 
luncheon meeting, 12:00 pm at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — Brun 
Hilbert, Exponent Failure Analysis Associates, Inc., Menlo Park, Califor-
nia, will present “Well Design and Integrity:  Importance, Risk and Scien-
tific Certainty.”  Please visit http://www.spe-laf.org/site.php?
pageID=15&eID=1338 for more information. 

Dec. 8, 2015 — SWLGS:  Southwest Louisiana Geophysical Society 
luncheon meeting, 11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — Speak-
er and topic not available as of press time.  Please visit http://
www.swlgs.org for updated information as the meeting date approaches. 

Dec. 9, 2015 — SIPES:  Society of Independent Professional Earth Scien-
tists Christmas Party, 11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette – Mu-
sic by The Wayne "Blue" Burns Band.   

Dec. 10, 2015 — SPWLA:  Society of Petrophysicists and Well Log Ana-
lysts luncheon meeting, 11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — 
Speaker and topic not available as of press time.  Please visit http://
www.spwla.org/chapters/lafayette as the meeting date approaches for more 
information. 

Dec. 10, 2015 — SGS:  Southeastern Geophysical Society, 11:30 at the 
Holiday Inn, 330 Loyola Ave., New Orleans — Dimitri Bevc, Chevron, 
will present “Full-Waveform Inversion:  Challenges, Opportunities, and 
Impact.”  

Dec. 11, 2015 — BRGS:  Baton Rouge Geological Society luncheon 
meeting, 11:30 am at Mike Anderson Seafood Restaurant, 1031 W. Lee 
Drive, Baton, Rouge, Louisiana — Speaker and topic not available as of 
press time.  Please visit http://www.brgs-la.org/ for more information as 
the meeting date approaches. 
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Dec. 16, 2015 — LGS:  Lafayette Geological Society luncheon meet-
ing, 11:30 am at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette — Speaker and topic 
not available as of press time.  For more information, please visit 
http://lafayettegeologicalsociety.org/wp/ as the meeting date approach-
es.  

2015-16 Dues are Due!! 
 

Please make payments to LGS, P.O. Box 51896, Lafayette, LA  
70505 to continue receiving the Bulletin or avoiding non-
member lunch costs.  Please see p. 23 for membership dues 
amounts and LGS mailing address. 

mailto:wahagan@stratagraph.com
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Scenes from the LGS Breakfast Meeting  
(with UL Student Posters) at LAGCOE,  

October 28 at the Cajundome 
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 DAVID B. STURLESE     
 

 
PETROLEUM & CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 

AAPG CPG #5480 
 

HUNTER EXPLORATION CO., INC. 
 
 

(337) 232-1700 
FAX (337) 234-0403 

david@hunterxpl.com  
 

DEVELOPING OIL AND GAS PROSPECTS 
IN THE GULF COAST 

mailto:kluttsjr@cox-internet.com
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www.gcags2016.com
mailto:chair@gcags2016.com
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219 Jacqueline Drive 
New Iberia, Louisiana  70563 

Email:  LITHOLOG@aol.com 
 

Wes Pattillo 
President/Sales 

Phone/Fax 
(337) 367-5178 

 

mailto:litholog@aol.com
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www.weatherfordlabs.com
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www.ariesmarine.com
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www.corelab.com
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6161 Perkins Rd., Suite 2C 1023 Harding Street 
Baton Rouge, LA  70808  Lafayette, LA  70503 
225-765-1914   337-233-2378 

EXPLORATION, L.L.C. 

mailto:mei@marlinexploration.com
www.saigeoconsulting.com
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 Hearings                                Evaluations 
 

LEON E. COMEAUX  
  &  A   S   S   O   C   I   A   T   E   S 

 

 
GEOLOGICAL& PETROLEUM  

CONSULTANTS 
 

David W. Comeaux  
William S. McAlister, Jr. 

Randy McAlister 
 
  P.O. Box  53922         Lafayette, LA  70505 
  305 La Rue France     Lafayette, LA  70508 
  PHONE:  337-233-9839 
  FAX:  337-233-2131 
  lcomeaux@cox-internet.com 

 

OPTIMISTIC  
ENERGY, LLC 

 

FRANK W. HARRISON, JR. 
President 

 
200 Audubon Blvd.                                           1415 Louisiana          
P.O. Box 51943                                                          Suite 2400 
Lafayette, LA  70505                                  Houston, TX  77002 
Phone  (337) 232-4031                           Phone  (713) 650-8008 
Fax  (337) 235-5333                                    Fax  (713) 650-8305 
                  E-mail:  f.harrison.jr@optimisticoil.com 

 

 
Space Available 

 
Contact Rudy Gibbs at  

gibbsrb@stoneenergy.com 
for more information. 

  
Steven S. Anderson 
Consulting Geophysicist 

Landmark 3-D and AVO Software  
s. s. and@hotmail.com 

Kinnickinnick Exploration, Inc. 
200 South Audubon 

Lafayette, LA  70503 
337-261-0211 

 
Classen Exploration, Inc. 

James S. Classen 
 
 

Interested in close-in prospects 
Looking to buy into low risk deals 

 
 

P.O. Box 140637                           208-854-1037 Ph 
Boise, ID   83714                           208-854-1029 Fax 

classenllc@msn.com 

 
A  J. 

T  
 

PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 
 
 

P.O. Box 53607                   Phone: (337) 988-6882 
Lafayette, LA  70505             Fax : (337) 988-6882 

PROSPECT GENERATION 
AND EVALUATION 

BOTH 3D AND 2D SEISMIC 

Phone:  (337) 233-8670 
Fax:  (337) 235-8066 

E-mail:  sunbelt@sunbeltenergy.com 
 

Lafayette, LA 

SUNBELT 
ENERGY 

LIMITED 

D. J. Bergeron 
 
INDEPENDENT EXPLORATION GEOLOGIST 

AAPG Certified Petroleum Geologist #5371 
SIPES #2141 

704 S. Michot Drive 
Lafayette, LA  70508 
djbergeron@lusfiber.net  

Phone: 
Cell: 
Fax: 

337 988-6966 
337 654-3003 
337 988-6966 
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www.energydrilling.com
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EL TORO PETROLEUM CORP. 
P.O. Box 52241 

Lafayette, LA  70505 
Phone: (337) 235-5288 

Roland D. Liberda 

 
 

JACK P. MARTIN 
Petroleum Geologist 

 
P.O. Box 51134                Lafayette, LA  70505 
(337) 232-4088                 Fax: (337) 234-5320 

mailto:1stCavEx@cox.net
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LEO R. BADER, JR. 

 
P.O. BOX 51515                        337-237-0274 
Lafayette, LA  70505 

 

SOLEX CORP. 
 

Philip C. Judice 
Consulting Geologist 

 

900 East Bayou Parkway 
Lafayette, LA  70508 

Phone: (337) 235-4643 

 
 
 

 

 
GEORGE N. 

M A Y 
& ASSOCIATES 
Consulting Geologists and 

Paleontologists 

 
WILLIAM S. GRUBB 
 
201 HEYMANN BLVD. 
P.O. BOX 51858 
LAFAYETTE, LA  70505 
 
OFFICE (337) 234-3379 
FAX (337) 234-3389 
HOME (337) 235-1923 

2015-16 Dues are Due!! 
 

Please make payments to LGS, P.O. Box 51896, Lafayette, LA  
70505 to continue receiving the Bulletin or avoiding non-
member lunch costs.  Please see p. 23 for membership dues 
amounts and LGS mailing address. 

mailto:bguidry@keyoperating.com
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Timber 
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ALSO - OIL AND GAS LEASES 
CALL:  Debbie Springer 

337-288-7668 

   W.H. ROBBINS & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
   CONSULTING GEOLOGISTS 
 
 BILL DALE 
 REMY WILLIAMS 
 ARTHUR CHRISTY 
  
302 LA RUE FRANCE, SUITE 100             OFFICE (337) 232-5004 
LAFAYETTE, LA  70508               FAX (337) 232-8271 

mailto:jwhite1362@aol.com
mailto:joerjrw@gmail.com
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LGS ADVERTISING 
 

     A great way to get exposure for you and your 
service is by advertising in the LGS Bulletin.  For just a 
few dollars a month, you can make your products and 
services known to about 400 geoscientists and 
petroleum related companies.  We publish from 
September through May.  Advertising is good for your 
business and helps support your Society. 
     Advertisement submission can be in digital format 
(any number of common formats such as .pdf, .gif, .tif., 
.jpg, .bmp can be accepted) or in a high-resolution  
print-out for scanning purposes. 
     To guarantee publication, please send materials 
by the 1st of the month directly to the LGS Editor. 

ADVERTISEMENT DIMENSIONS & COSTS 
 
        1 SPACE (1/16th):    .906” X  2.25”  @  $100.00/year 
        2 SPACE (1/8th):   1.812”  X  2.25”  @  $150.00/year 
        1/4 PAGE AD:       1.812”  X   4.5”   @  $300.00/year 
        1/2 PAGE AD:       3.625”  X   4.5”   @  $450.00/year 
        FULL PAGE AD:    7.25”  X   4.5”   @  $600.00/year  
 
A limited number of color advertisement spaces are available as 

well.  Please contact the LGS Editor for more information. 
      

 
Please send all advertisements and communication (address 
changes) to the following address: 
 

Lafayette Geological Society 
P.O. Box 51896 

Lafayette, LA  70505 
 

Or, if you prefer, e-mail your file to the editor: 
 

James Willis 
 

LGSEDITOR@MSN.COM 
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LAFAYETTE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 51896, LAFAYETTE, LA  70505 

TYPE OR PRINT 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 
                         
E-mail 
Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mail 
Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
                     Street or P.O. Box                  City                   State    Zip 
 
Birthdate:_______________Company:_________________________________________________
_ 
 
Position in Company:__________________________     Office Phone:________________________ 
 
School(s):____________________________  Grad.Year(s):_____ Degree(s):_____ Major
(s):______ 
 
                ____________________________                        _____                  _____               ______ 
   
Home Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
                             Street or P.O. Box                      City                  State         Zip 
 
Spouse Name:_____________________________ Home Phone:____________________________ 
 
Type AAPG Member:______________________ (Student, Associate, Active) 
 
Type Membership Requested in LGS:___________(Student, Active, Associate) 
      
Type Membership Approved:________________ Date:_________________  
 
Dues Amount:____________ 
 
Date Dues or Fee Received:____________________________ 
 
 Membership Categories - Qualifications - Dues (Payable Yearly in May) 
    1. Student - Full Time Geology - $5.00 
    2. Associate - No Geology Degree - $20.00 
    3. Active - Geology Degree - $20.00 
    4. Senior - Active who reaches age 60 - NO DUES 
    5. Honorary Life - Elected by Board (Active) - NO DUES 
 
Each members' involvement in the Society is encouraged and any assistance with the areas below is 
welcomed.  Please indicate if you are interested in serving on one (or more) of the following 
committees of the Lafayette Geological Society. 
 

LGS Committees 
 Advertising   Auditing 
 Ballot    Communications 
 Education Outreach   Membership Qualification 
 Program & Publicity   Publications 
 Webmaster 
 

 Check payable to: 
Lafayette Geological Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 51896 
Lafayette, LA  70505 
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